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ZUMBROTA-MAZEPPA ISD 2805 

ZM MESSENGER 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE  
WHAT’S COMING UP? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 30—September 2—Teacher Inservice  
September 6—Labor Day-No school  
September 7—First Day—7th—12th Grade  
September 7 & 8—Before School Conference-PreK—6 
September 9—First Day—K—6 
September 13—First Day of Pre-School  
September 13—School Board Work Session  
September 27—Homecoming Week  
September 27—School Board Meeting  
 

Masking: ZM Schools 
will follow CDC and 
MDH recommenda-
tion  to “strongly rec-
ommend masking”.  

Parents, staff and students are free to choose 
if they wish to follow this recommendation.  
Quarantine: Following MDH recommendation, 
Positive cases will be isolated.  Family mem-
bers of positive cases will be quarantined.  
Close contact individual will be notified and 
families can choose if they wish to quarantine 
(using the shortened quarantine rules) OR 
mask for 10 days.  Close contacts are recom-
mended to be tested between 3-5 days after 
exposure.   
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WELCOME BACK!   
The Zumbrota-Mazeppa School board made some decisions at their meeting regrading Covid  19 recom-

mendations.  The decisions that were made are in line with the current recommendations from the Center 

for Disease Control (CDC) and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH).  These agencies both strongly 

recommend masking in order to control the spread of the Covid virus.  The CDC and MDH stop short of 

making it a requirement at this time.  The district encourages families to review the information from these  

two agencies and strongly recommends you to send your children to school with a mask as they suggest.  

The recommendation however is not a requirement, staff members, parents, and families can make the 

final decision on this.  If the CDC and MDH change their position on this topic the district will review local 

policies.   

The District will assemble the Local Covid Committee that was in place last year to review and make future 

recommendations to the School Board regarding covid policies.  Locally we will create parameters to be 

used to determine what level of masking, quarantine, or other mitigation strategies are needed.  Note that 

the current decision to defer masking to the MDH recommendation is a start, which means things could 

change based on local data.  
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2021-2022 YEAR AT A GLANCE 
 

August 30-September 2—Teacher Inservice  

September 6—Labor Day  

September 7– First Day 7-12  

September 7 & 8-Pre-K—6 Grade before school confer-
ences  

September 9—Frist Day K—6 

September 13—Preschool Begins  

October 13—Early Release  

November 1—7-12 Parent-Teacher Conferences  

November 5—End of 1st Quarter-Teacher Work Day-No 
School  

November 9—Pre K—12 Conferences  

November 10—Early Release  

November 16—K—6 Conferences  

November 24—Comp Day-No School 

November 25 & 26—No School-Holiday 

December 8—Early Release  

December 23-31—No Schol-Winter Break  

January 3—School Resumes  

January 12—Early Release  

January 14—End of 1st Semester  

January 17—No School-Teacher Work Day 

February 9—Early Release  

February 18—Teacher Flex Day-No Students  

February 21—No School-Holiday 

March 7—7-12 Parent Teacher Conferences  

March 9—Early Release  

March 15—Prek-12 Conferences  

March 17—PreK—6 Conferences  

March 24—End of 3rd Quarter  

March 25—No School-Teacher Work Day  

April 13—Early Release  

April 15—No School-Holiday 

April 18—Comp Day-No Students  

May 11—Early Release  

May 27—Graduation 

May 30—Holiday-No School 

June 2—Last Student Day 

June 3—Teacher Work Day  

Early Release Time: Buses leave Mazeppa at  

12:30 pm and Zumbrota at 12:45 pm 

 

SOME THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

ZM District Office has moved.  The new mailing ad-
dress is 705 Mill Street, Zumbrota, MN  55992 and is 
temporarily located in the early childhood building at 
323 W 5th Street, Zumbrota 
 

www.zmschools.us: The school website, along with 
Facebook and Twitter, will keep you up to date and in 
the know about daily school happenings. Through the 
website portal parents can pay fees, deposit money in 
their child’s account, or register for Community Ed 
classes. Check www.zmschools.us often! 
 

Infinite Campus: Parents are strongly urged to sign up 
for the Infinite Campus Parent Portal where lunch ac-
counts, report cards, and other vital information is 
available. The permission form is available on the 
school website under the Parents tab along the top 
ribbon. Fill out the permission form and return it to a 
school office. For security sign-up purposes, parents 
must bring their photo ID when they return their 
forms. If you have previously set up your portal rights, 
it is not necessary to do so again. 
 

Messenger: The Messenger component of Infinite 
Campus will be the provider for instant alert messag-
ing during the school year. As long as you have a cur-
rent phone number in Infinite Campus, you will re-
ceive emergency alerts from the school. Your child’s 
school office secretary can answer any questions you 
may have regarding these emergency alerts. 
 

Meal Payments: Meal payments can be made online 
through the Infinite Campus Parent Portal. This real-
time service enables parents to see their child’s meal 
account balances and activity on a daily basis. Ques-
tions should be addressed to Jill Duitsman, Food Ser-
vice Director for Lunchtime Solutions. Phone number 
is 507-732-1417. 
 

Attendance Policy: Please notify your child’s school 
office before 8:00 am if you child will be absent. You 
may also email the office secretary. Students who wish 
to be excused during the day must present a written 
notice or parents must call prior to 8:00 am on the day 
they are to be excused. Please check in at the school 
office when you pick up your child. They must be 
signed out by a parent. 
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KENNEDY TRANSPORTATION 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR  
 
 

Transportation for the school year goes back to almost normal. We 
plan to run our busses at 100% capacity. We will continue to encour-
age families to sit together and will use our camera system to assist us 
with contact tracing if needed. 

The CDC still requires masks to be worn on school buses regardless of 
vaccination status. 

ZM students receive bus safety training within the first three weeks of 
school as required by state mandate. The competencies students must 
attain in order to ride the bus include: 
- Knowledge and understanding that riding the bus is a privilege, not a 
right; 
- Knowledge and understanding of district conduct and safety policies; 
- Ability to explain the school bus danger zones; 
- Understanding safe loading and unloading procedures and demon-
strating safe crossing procedures; 
- Proficiency in bus evacuation and emergency drills. 
 Kennedy Transportation will conduct the training, along with support 
from classroom teachers. 
 

Please feel free to reach out to either Scott or Ashley with any ques-
tions. Zumbrota bus shed: 507.732.7670 or 
at kennedytransportation8287@gmail.com 

 

ZM Schools welcomes new staff!  
 

 Karl Jacobson—ALP  

 Ellen Hinck—MS/HS Language Arts  

 Morgan Stamschror—Elementary Counse-
lor  

 Jake Kostel—Title 1 

 Lidia Wallerich—Elementar Achievement 
and Integration 

 Kristin Schmalzriedt—3rd Grade  

 Tessa Nobach—Early Childhood 

 Anne Idler– MS SPED  

 Lee Sjolander—Paraprofessional  

 Laura Heitman-Long Term Substitute  
 
 
 

 
 
“Building a bridge to the future where all individuals have the 

opportunity to reach their full potential in a safe, challenging 
learning environment.” 
 

It is important that everyone 
knows and follows the bus 
laws: 

 When amber lights are 
flashing in front and back 
of the bus, you should stop 
your vehicle immediately. 

 You must stop for a bus 
when red lights are flash-
ing and stop arm is extend-
ed; this means that chil-
dren are getting on and off 
the bus. 

 If you fail to stop for a bus 
with RED LIGHTS FLASHING 
& STOP ARM EXTENDED, it 
is chargeable as a gross 
misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine and/or jail time. 

Let’s keep everyone safe this 

year! 

 

mailto:kennedytransportation8287@gmail.com
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Notes from the school 
nurse……….  

Summer is winding down and 
it is time to start thinking 
about what paperwork needs 
to be turned in before stu-
dents return to school in Au-

gust/September.     

COVID-19: The COVID-19 situation is constantly changing. In 
the past couple weeks MN has been seeing a rise in the num-
ber of persons with the Delta variant of COVID-19. This variant 
is a much more contagious variant than the ones we have seen 
previously. This variant spread more than twice as easily from 
one person to another. We are continuing to work with MDH 
and county public health to monitor this situation for our 
school.                                                                                                               
Currently all Minnesota schools must follow Federal Govern-
ment and Minnesota Rule Requirements:                                                             
* Face coverings: All people are required by Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) order to wear face coverings on all 
indoor public transportation conveyances (airports, public bus-
es, etc.), including school buses.                                                             
* CDC: Requirement for Face Masks on Public Transportation 
Conveyances and at Transportation Hubs (www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/face-maskspublic-
transportation.html)                                                                                      
* Handling a suspected or confirmed case of COVID-19: Minne-
sota Rule 4605.7070 requires any person in charge of any insti-
tution, school, child care facility, or camp to report cases of 
COVID19 to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH).                       
o Please continue to report positive COVID cases to the school 
nurses. 

 Medications: The health office requires new orders each school 
year for all medications. If your student requires daily mediation 
or as needed medications for the 2021-22 school year please 
have your primary provider update medication orders and have 
them sent to the school.                                                   Orders can 
be faxed directly to the school. Primary: 507-732-4522, Elemen-
tary: 507-732-1421, Middle School/High School: 507-732-4511.                                                                                                     
All medications must be dropped off by an adult and may not be 
sent to school with student in backpack for the safety of our 
students. 7th grade parents and new students you may bring 
medications to the open house on 9/1/21 from 4-6 pm.  

Health Conditions: We want to ensure that all students at ZM 
are healthy, safe and ready to learn. If you have a student with 
an ongoing health condition (Asthma, Allergies, Diabetes, Sei-
zures, etc) please contact the health office so that we can have 
an up-to-date plan for the 2021-22 school year                                     
Contact Tiffany Boraas, Licensed School Nurse with any ques-
tions via email: tiffanyb@zmsch.k12.mn.us or phone: 507-732-
7848.  

 

Required Immunizations for 12th graders, 7 th graders and 
Kindergarten students:                                                                              
Does your child have all the required immunizations for 
school??? Now is the time to turn in your child’s immunization 
sheets! It is important that your child’s paperwork is turned in to 
the health office prior to the start of the new school year. Stu-
dents WILL NOT be able to start school in the September unless 
immunization are up to date and on record with the school by 
the first day of school.                                                                            
Immunizations are required by Minnesota law and must be com-
pleted before students can start school in the fall. Kindergarten, 
7th grade and 12th grade students have several require-
ments. All students in grades 7-12 need to show proof of a Teta-
nus Diphtheria booster shot and meningococcal vaccine after 
the age of 11 and meningococcal booster after age 16. A com-
plete list of required immunizations is available on the ZM 
school webpage under the Health Services link under the Par-
ents tab.  

SENIORS - Important Meningococcal Immunization Updates: All 
12th grade students must be up to date with their Meningococ-
cal immunizations. Students are due for a booster at age 16 to 
provide protection when they are at the highest risk. Since fall of 
2020 all Minnesota schools are required to report to the state 
how many high school seniors have their second Meningococcal 
immunizations. Seniors must have this vaccine or have filled out 
conscientious objection paperwork prior to school starting Sep-
tember 7th. Now is the time to get these up to date!                                                                         
What is meningococcal disease? ▪ Meningococcal disease is a 
rare, serious illness caused by a bacteria (Neisseria meningitidis). 
It can cause meningitis, which is an infection of the brain and 
spinal cord, and it can also cause blood infections.               How 
does meningococcal disease spread? ▪ Meningococcal disease is 
spread by contact with secretions (saliva or spit) from the nose 
and throat. ▪ It can be spread through kissing, sharing silver-
ware, drinking directly from the same container, sharing a ciga-
rette or lipstick, and having close social contact (living in the 
same household). ▪ It is not spread through casual contact, such 
as being in the same room or touching the same object.                                                                       
Who is at risk? ▪ In general, the risk of becoming infected with 
meningococcal disease is low, but anyone can get it. However, 
some people are at increased risk, such as: ▪ First year college 
students who live in residential housing. ▪ People who have an 
immune disorder called complement component deficiency or 
who take Solaris (eculizumab). ▪ People with a damaged spleen 
or whose spleen has been removed.                                                      
When should my child be vaccinated? All 11 to 12 year olds 
should be vaccinated (since Sept. 1, 2014, changes to Minneso-
ta’s Immunization Law required this immunization for all stu-
dents entering 7th grade). Older teens need a second shot when 
they are 16 years old so they stay protected when their risk is 
the highest. Teens who got meningococcal vaccine for the first 
time when were 13, 14, or 15 years old should still get the 
booster shot when they are 16 years old. If your older teen did-
n’t get the meningococcal shot at all, you should talk to their 
doctor about getting it as soon as possible.  
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School Breakfast                                                                                                                     

Breakfast is served in the dining areas before school starts.  Please encourage 

your student to participate in school breakfast.  Research studies show that 

eating breakfast can help students perform better in the classroom.   All Kin-

dergarten Students receive breakfast for free through a State sponsored pro-

gram 

School Lunch                                                                                                                              

School lunch will offer a wide variety of choices for students.  All students have 

three  entrée choices daily for the younger students and five or more entrée 

choices daily for our older students..  All meals include an entrée choice, a hot  

vegetable plus the unlimited Fruit & Veggie Bar, and milk choices. 

Milk/Snack Break                                                                                                                           

Grade K to 6 will have the opportunity to sign up for an afternoon snack/ milk 

break.  The cost of the snack break is $60 for the year and milk is $45 for the 

year for ALL students. 

Kindergarten Students receive the milk for free through a State program. 

 

Lunchtime Solutions will , once again, be providing the food service 

program in the Zumbrota Mazeppa School District.   The purpose of 

this communication is to provide you with some idea of what to ex-

pect from our food service program.  If you have any questions or 

comments about our program, please feel free to contact Jill 

Duitsman at 507-251-2643 For your convenience, our menus are 

posted monthly on the School District website.  Lunch and breakfast 

prices are listed below, along with extra entrée prices and extra milk 

prices.  
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEAL BENEFIT INFORMATION 
Our school provides healthy meals each day. The United States Department of Agriculture(USDA) is allow-
ing schools to provide meals for the 2021-2022 school year through a provision of the National School 
Lunch Program called the Seamless Summer Option (SSO).  A waiver has been issued by the USDA in 
order to support access to nutritious meals while minimizing potential exposure to COVID-19.  
 
Our school has chosen to use this waiver and operate the SSO which enables us to provide meals free of 
charges for all students.   
 
However, your child(ren) may qualify for additional benefits such as reduced fees or the Pandemic Elec-
tronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) which is a federal temporary emergency nutrition benefit that is loaded on-
to electronic cards for families to purchase food.  At public schools, your application also helps the school 
to qualify for educational funds and food discounts.  Almost all federal dollars that the district received 
comes from the percent of qualifying Free and Reduced students in the district.  That is why it is important 
for you to complete the application if you believe you qualify. 
 
File your application online at the school website:  
www.zmschools.us   

Under Parents Tab 
Click on Infinite Campus and Login Infinite Campus  
Click on the More tab at the bottom of page  
Click on Meal Benefits Tab to start the application 
Or mail your application to:   
Zumbrota-Mazeppa District Office  
705 Mill Street 
Zumbrota, MN  55992 
 
Who should complete the application?  Children in households participating in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), Minnesota Family Investment Program (MFIP) or Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), and foster, homeless, migrant and runaway children can qualify without 
reporting household income.  Alternatively, children can qualify if their household income is within the max-
imum income shown for their household size on the instructions.  

 
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider 

http://www.zmschools.us
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ANNUAL PARENT NOTIFICATIONS 
Minnesota Statute requires we provide annual notification to parents, staff, and students of Zumbrota-Mazeppa 
Public Schools of the topics below. If you have any questions, please use the contact number found in the notices.   
LEAD-IN-WATER ANNUAL NOTIFICATION 
Minnesota Statute 121A.335 requires public school buildings serving kindergarten through grade 12 to test for lead 
in water every 5 years. This statute also requires school districts to make the results of the testing available to the 
public for review and to notify parents of the availability of the information.  Notification may be accomplished by 
publishing a statement in the “Back to School” newsletter or publication that is available to staff, student, parents 
and the public.   
Zumbrota-Mazeppa Public Schools is committed to providing a safe working and learning environment for employ-
ees and students. The district has developed a lead in water management plan and testing program that complies 
with Minnesota Statute 121A.335, as well as recommendations from the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA’s) Lead Contamination Control Act (LCCA) of 1988 and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH), and 
Minnesota Department of Education (MDE).   
For more information on Zumbrota-Mazeppa Public Schools lead reduction and testing program, please contact the 
District at 507-732-1400. 
INDOOR AIR QUALITY 
Zumbrota-Mazeppa Public Schools has an indoor air quality management plan that outlines specific policies and 
procedures used in the district to address indoor air quality issues.  The District Health and Safety Committee 
chaired Steve Pahl and the Institute for Environmental Assessment, the district’s health and safety consultant, re-
view the plan annually.  If you have any questions concerning indoor air quality or would like to use the EPA’s 
Tools for Schools checklists, please contact the District at 507-732-1400. 
AHERA ANNUAL ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION 
During the past school year and continuing into the 2021-2022 school year, the following asbestos management 
plan activities have been or are currently being completed.  These activities are pursuant to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency 40 CFR Part 763- “Asbestos Containing Materials in Schools; Final Rule and Notice.” 
• One (1) Semi-Annual Periodic Surveillance and One (1) Third-Year Re-Inspection 

• Asbestos removal for renovation project 

• Notification of Asbestos Locations for Short-Term Workers (Electricians, Plumbers, etc.) 

• Training of District Personnel 

 
Zumbrota-Mazeppa Public Schools has contracted with the Institute for Environmental Assessment to provide envi-
ronmental consulting services. 
The complete updated Asbestos Management Plan for Zumbrota-Mazeppa Public Schools can be found in the Dis-
trict office or by phoning 507-732-1400.  The Management Plan can be viewed, without cost or restriction, during 
normal working hours.  Copies can be obtained for a fee of $.10 per page.  Any questions concerning this notice, or 
an explanation of our Asbestos Management Plan can be directed to the District at 507-732-1400.   
PESTICIDE NOTICE 
All MN schools are required to inform parents/guardians and school employees that they may request to be notified 
prior to pesticide application on school property.  Pesticides include chemicals which are used to control insects, 
weeds, rodents or other pests as defined by the law (M.S.123b.575, Subd.9).  To be notified about pesticide applica-
tions or any other questions regarding the District’s pest management practices please contact the District at 507-
732-1400.  
Tentative schedules for application of weed control chemicals and pesticide treatments are kept in the Custodial/
Maintenance Office. 
NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities in any pro-
gram receiving federal financial assistance. The Act defines a person with a disability as anyone who has a mental 
or physical impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities, such as caring for one’s self, 
performing manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, learning, and working; has a record of such 
impairment; or is regarded as having such impairment. In order to fulfill obligations under Section 504, the ZM 
School District has the responsibility to avoid discrimination in policies and practices regarding its personnel and 
students. No discrimination against any person with a disability should knowingly be permitted in any of the pro-
grams and practices of the school system. Our school district (#2805) shall annually attempt to identify and locate 
every qualified individual with disabilities residing in our jurisdiction who is not receiving a public education. If 
you have a child thought to have a disability and want more information, please contact the Section 504 contact 
persons: Primary/Middle/High Schools: Katie G. Kennedy 507-732-7395 or Elementary School: Morgan Stam-
schror 507-732-1420. 
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SCHOOL CONTACT INFORMATION 

Michael Harvey, Superintendent of Schools  507-732-1400, ext. 1001   mikeh@zmsch.k12.mn.us  

Dave Anderson, Middle/High School Principal  507-732-7395, ext. 1101   davea@zmsch.k12.mn.us  

Quinn Rasmussen, Elementary Principal   507-732-1420, ext. 1003  quinnr@zmsch.k12.mn.us    
Wendy Ahern, Primary Principal/SPED Director  507-732-7395 ext. 1151   wendya@zmsch.k12.mn.us  

Tony Brown, Activities Coordinator    507-732-7395, ext. 1104   tmca@zmsch.k12.mn.us  

Jen Lohmann, Community Ed Director    507-732-4244     jenb@zmsch.k12.mn.us  

Erin Huneke, Childcare Coordinator    507-732-4650     erinh@zmsch.k12.mn.us  

District Office (Amber Rasmussen)   507-732-1400     amberr@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

Middle/High School Office (Nancy Bremer)  507-732-7395     nancy@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

Elementary Office (Tammy Gruhlke)   507-732-1420     tammyg@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

Primary Office (Amy Hansen)     507-732-7848     amyh@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

Community Ed Office (Julie Vath)    507-732-4244     juliev@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

ZM SCHOOL BOARD  
 

Jean Roth, Board Chair           James Wendt, Treasurer 

jeanr@zmsch.k12.mn.us james.wendt@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

 

 

 

Jason Lohmann, Board Vice-Chair  Amanda Peters, Director 

jason.lohmann@zmsch.k12.mn.us amanda.peters@zmsch.k12.mn.us

     

 

 

Angie Bredehoft, Board Clerk                  Stephanie Miller, Director  

angie.bredehoft@zmsch.k12.mn.us          stephanie.miller@zmsch.k12.mn.us 

Make ZM Schools part of your social media 

  

 

  

  

Zumbrota-Mazeppa ISD 2805 

705 Mill Street 

Zumbrota, MN  55992 

507-732-1414 

www.zmschools.us 

 

Home of the  

Cougars 


